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Statement Announcing the 1997 North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Summit
December 10, 1996

Today America and its NATO allies agreed
to hold a NATO summit on July 8–9, 1997,
in Madrid to take the crucial next steps on the
enlargement and adaptation of the North Atlan-
tic alliance for the 21st century. This marks an
important milestone on the road to an inte-
grated, democratic, and secure Europe.

The summit will seek to advance a strong
and enduring NATO–Russia partnership; to
strengthen partnership with all of Europe’s new
democracies; to approve adaptations within
NATO to prepare the alliance to meet the chal-
lenges of the coming century; and to invite the
first aspiring NATO members to begin accession
talks to join the alliance. My goal is to see
NATO take in its first new members by 1999,
the 50th anniversary of NATO’s founding and
the 10th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin
Wall.

From the beginning of my administration, I
have worked hard to end the cold war division
of Europe and to create, for the first time in
history, a Europe united in democracy, security,
and free market prosperity. Now, we must con-

tinue to reach out to Russia and include this
great nation in the fabric of Europe’s emerging
community of democracies. We must open the
doors of Europe’s institutions that nurtured
peace, prosperity, and security throughout the
cold war to Europe’s new democracies, exclud-
ing no nation that shares our values and is will-
ing and able to shoulder our common respon-
sibilities.

NATO has never threatened any other nation,
nor will an enlarged NATO do so in the future.
While NATO’s new members will be full mem-
bers of the alliance, NATO has no intention,
no plan, and no reason to deploy nuclear weap-
ons on the territory of new members.

We have made tremendous progress over the
last 4 years in realizing our vision of an undi-
vided Europe at peace, and no one deserves
more credit than Warren Christopher. Thanks
to his efforts, Secretary-designate Madeleine
Albright and my new national security team will
have a strong foundation on which to achieve
that important goal.

Remarks at a Democratic Leadership Council Luncheon
December 11, 1996

Thank you. The last person clapping is my
first new Ambassador in the new term. [Laugh-
ter]

Thank you, Bernard Schwartz, for that won-
derful introduction and for your life of private
and public achievement. I was hearing you say
all those terrific things, and I thought to myself,
I’m glad you did what you did, but I’d like
you even better if you owned a newspaper.
[Laughter]

I want to thank my longtime friend Senator
Lieberman and Governor Romer for their work
for the DLC. And I see my predecessors as
chairs out there, Senator Chuck Robb and Con-
gressman Dave McCurdy. I thank them for the
work they did at the DLC.

I brought a number of people from the ad-
ministration here who were early DLC mem-
bers, including Mack McLarty, who started with
me back in ’85; Bruce Reed and Linda Moore
and Elaine Kamarck and Don Baer, my Com-
munications Director. I’d also like to say a pub-
lic word of thanks to Mark Penn, who did the
research that all of you I think have been given,
for the fine job that he and his partner, Doug
Schoen, did in our campaign.

You know, I went jogging with Al From this
morning. And the original theme of my speech
was the era of big Government is over. The
new speech will be the era of big Al is over.
[Laughter] He’s lost 75 pounds in 15 months.
If that’s not enough to make you optimistic
about America, I don’t know what is. [Laughter]
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